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Drama News and Reviews

Lillian Gish’s ‘Miss Mabel’
Isa Charming Murderess

By Harry
Lilllan Gish is a member of

MacArthur
the theater who has both charm

and talent and she can thank R. C. Sherriff for providing her, in
“Miss Mabel,” with a play which allows her to display both |2

qualities.

It is not a long or necessarily taxing part she plays in

the week’s pre-Broadway offering at the Olney Theater—she re-
mains off stage at least as much time as she is on—but it is a

role which permits her to create?
a character who should win a

great many friends.

Miss Mabel is & woman full of |

sweetness and good will toward
her fellow man. It gives her the
greatest of joy to sit by while
the will of her late, rich and un-
lamented twin sister is read, be-

queathing various handsome sums

to the gardner, to a young man
who wants to be an architect, to
the librarian he will marry as
soon as he has sense enough, to
the village doctor for his beloved
research, to the vicar for his
orphanage.

She will listen to no protests
because the only bequest to her
is the sister’s half of the home
they share. If the sister had died
and left her all that money, she
points out, she would have done
the same thing with it immedi-
ately.

* ¥ ¥ %

Things develop somewhat
startlingly in no time at all as
Miss Mabel's story is recounted |

Mabel, There is an especially
pletely confounds the lawyer, then
offers him a cup of tea. A cup of

“How do you know it won't help?”

had just rejected the only logical
solution to all the play's prob-
lems. “You haven't had it yet.”

Victor Beecroft’s protrait of
Miss Mabel's faithful gardener is
a lively one, too, and good for
solid laughs when the lawyer’'s
explanation about a forged will
appears to him to be the blackest
skulduggery. Harry Bannister
plays the barrister—and this one
is a long and taxing role—with
competence and Charles Frances
as the vicar, Wallis Clark as the
doctor and Gwen Anderson and
Mark Roberts as the representa-
tives of young love are quite ac-
ceptable, even if the play is going
to need more confident playing

on Broadway.

Altogether, the story of Miss

in the living rom of her English| prabel’'s murderous deed should

cottage and the library of the|
nearby vicarage, both handsomely
and heroically erected on the

Iney stage by 8. Syriala. 'I‘he.

rst development is that it quite|
obviously was Miss Mabel who '
had the barrister draw up that
will, thinking he was dealing with
the sister he hadn’t seen in 10
years.

prove a pleasant evening in the
summer theater. .

' The Real Thing

Is Too Phony

By the Associated Press
After weeks of carefully nour-

It should not spoil your run;ishlng real homegrown whiskers

to let you know that the ethical|
problems aroused by this forgery|
are barely put down over the
lawyer’s vigcerous protest when it
becomes apparent that sweet, little
Miss Mabel has fed her sister
some lethal brew to speed her
inevitable natural demise. Any-
one who told you much more
would be a cad and if you are ex-
pecting a surprise ending, “Miss|
Mabel” may have a surprise for|
you, all right.

As it stands now, in its second
tryout week, “Miss Mabel” is
somewhat rough-héwn. It still
is undergoing pruning and it
shows it,

for his role in
Cochran heard one makeup man
say to another:

protested loudly.
he insisted.

| makeup man.

|so does Raymond Massey's mus-
tache. He grew that himself, too.

“Dallas,” Steve

“They look too phony. We'll

have to touch them up.”

Steve, reeling from this blow
nlI'hleyrre mal’ll
“I grew 'em myself,
on my own time. How could they

ilook phony?”

“Well, they do.,” decreed the

“For that matter,

We'll have to shave that off and
give him one of ours. It'll look

especially in somefmuch better.”

moments when the playing is
understandably less than assured.!
It is a story built around a|
genuinely entertaining character,|
though, and it has some fine comic |
moment§ as people like that|
lawyer pit their foolish logic and!
the law against Miss Mabel's |
ealm assurance that a flock of
good deeds easily overbalanced
any wrongs she did when she

brewed those toadstools. '
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happy moment when she com-|Jjoe Lamont

tea won't help things, he says.|yock ke

she demands indignantly, as if he|pe

Boy Meets
Rifle .

Gun Is the Hero of
‘Winchester '73'
At Keith's

CHESTER '73.,"” a Universal-Inter-
national release, t)roduced by Aaron Rosen-
berg, directed by Anthony Mann, screen-

play by Robert L. Richards and Borden
Chase from a story by Btuari N, Lak

..
At Keith's,
THE CAST:

ar

Waco Johnny Dean _____
Dutech Henry Brown...._._
High Bpade

Bteve Miller. . oo e harles Dnlu
______________ John MelIntire
Wyatt Earp_____ Ihe 2R s Will Geer
______________ Jay C. Flippen

______ Hud

__________ e
-~ James Millican

Abner Biberman
Anthony Curtis
James

Best

We have been treated to West-
erns starring the covered wagon,
the Colt .45 and the Bowie knife,
among other things, so a film star-

ring the repeating rifle should
come as no great surprise. The
rifle plays the title role in “Win-
chester 73,” the new screen at-
traction at Keith’s, and apparently
it is quite a gun. Garbo, herself,
never was the object of more ador-
ation from all the male members
of a movie cast.

The “One in a Thousand” rifle
has a truly hectic career. It first
is won by James Stewart, then is
stolen by Stephen McNally, from
whom it passes in a shady card
game to an Indian trader, who
loses both the gun and his life to
an Indian named Young Bull.
Young Bull is shot and the gun
falls into the hands of a young
badman, who is shot for it by Dan
Duryea, who gives it up meekly to
Mr. McNally again. Mr. Stewart,
it will not be revealing any secrets
to tell you, ultimately catches up
with Mr. McNally.

This pursuit of a perfect gun
lends something of a novel touch
to “Winchester 73” and Heaven
knows a novel touch is welcome
in any Western. It is a happy
combination of a script with its
emphasis on action, alert direc-

;| tion and good acting, rather than

the novelty of boy-meets-gun
yarn, however, which puts “Win-
chester "73” a cut above the aver-
age outdoor drama.

Stewart’s impersonation of a
sharpshooter tracking a man
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While this isn’'t a lengthy role,
it is no easy one that Miss Gish
plays. Essentially, Mr. Sherriff’s
congenial fable is comedy; but it
has its serious turns. It is up to
Miss Gish to balance laughs
against sympathy so that you will
come away feeling charmed by
her, happy to have met her, but
not too concerned for fear that
she won't prove a fair match for
anything fate has in store for her.

Miss Gish manages it all, you
should know, with a dexterity
that will have you wishing there
were a few more around like Miss

Mabel.
* K % %

The central figure in the Olney
play is surrounded by some ex-
pertly written and well-enough
played humorous characters. Marie|
Carroll makes a fine figure of the|
vicar's wife, who, even more|
thoroughly than anyone else, re-
fuses to believe an ill word of Miss

Where and When

Current Theater Attractions .
and Time of Showing E

Ambassador — "In a Lonely |
Place”; 3:10, 5:20, 7:30 and 9:45
p.m, |

Capitol—"Sierra,” 11 a.m., 1:45, |
4:30, 7:15 and 10 p.m. Stage
lhows 12:55, 3:40, 6:25 and 9:10|

Cnlumbla—“Anme Get Your|
Gun”; 11:20 a.m., 1:25, 3:30, 5:30, '
7:35 and 9:40 p.m.

Dupont—'"Escape Into Dreams”:
1:35, 3:35, 5:35, 7:35, 9:40 pm. |

Keith’s — “Winchester "3": |
11:15 am., 1:20, 3:25, 5:30, 7:35
and 9:40 pm. |

Little—"The Wizard of Oz”; |
11 am,, 2:30, 6:05 and 9:40 p.m.

Metropolitan — “Bright Leaf”:
11:30 a.m., 1:30, 3:35, 5:35, 73a|
and 9:40 p.m. |

National—"“The Big Hangover”; |
11:20 a.m., 1:05, 2:50, 4:35, szol
8:05 and 10 p.m.

Palace—"Father of the Bride”:
11:30 am., 1:35, 3:40, 5:40, 745'
and 9:50 p.m.

Playhouse — “The Woman of
Dolwyn”; 11 am., 1:35, 3:35, 5:35, |
7:40 and 9:40 p.m.

4:30, 6:20, 8:10 and 10 p.m.
Warner—“In a Lonely Place”:

Plaza—"Gigi”; 11:05,a.m., 12:55,
2:45, 4:35, 6:25, 8:15, 10:05 and
11:30 p.m.
Trans-Lux—"Kind Hearts and
Coronets”; 11 a.m., 12:50, 2:40,| lﬂ‘

11:15 am., 1:20, 3:30, 5:35, 7:45

|
|
and 9:55 p.m. i
|

EVENING PARKING
4oe 6 P.M, TO

- 12 P.M.

CAPITAL GARAGE

1320 N. Y. Ave, N.W.
Between 13th and 14tk

E MORRISON PAPER £0.
1009 Penma. Ave. N.W.

TWO NEW HITS

STARTS
TOMORROW

DAMES and
DIAMONDS

HE PICKED UP NEW
OMESI IN. EVERY TOWN
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W‘th Our Fighting Heroes!
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HER GRACEFUL GRACE—
Esther Williams, Metro’s pop-
ular decorator of swimming
pools, plays the leading role
in “Duchess of Idaho,” open-
ing tomorrow at the Capitol.

across the west to avenge & shot
in the back is a thoroughly agree-
able one. He hag fitting opposi-
tion, too, in the badmen played
by McNally and Duryea, who make
a fine pair of menaces. Shelly
Winters also is on hand, to por-
tray the most appealing and be-
lievable dance hall girl to get
mixed up in any sagebrush shoot-
ing scrapes in a long, long time.

These leading players are given
some excellent support. Most no-
tably this is provided, as you have
every right to expect, by Millard
Mitchell, who plays Stewart's
faithful companion as smoothly as
he plays any other role. There are
some bright spots, too, in Will

in Jay C. Flippen's Pennsylvania
cavalry sergeant facing his first
Indian raid.

Robert L. Richards and Borden
Chase, who wrote the script, and
Anthony Mann, who directed, ean
share some credit for “Winchester
"73,” too. It's a lively Western with
some humor, lots of action and
few noticeably dull moments.
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the antics of Jimmy Durante and

* |painters, was lettering 250 milk

Geer's portrait of Wyatt Earp and |

Setting Up Props
Is Big Business

By the Associated Press
HOLLYWOOD.

You could almost go into busi-
ness with the props from one pie-
ture alone.

“The Milkman,” for instance,
concerns a fictitious dairy called
Happy Day Farms, background for

SUMMER
THEATRE

Tommy Brent & Jim Garwood
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”

50c, $1.00, $1.50—Elmwood 510

Donald O’Connor. Before produc-
tion started five painters spent
two weeks hard at work.

They painted “Happy Day” on
1,560 objects, in letters ranging
from a quarter inch to three feet
high, Most tedious task, said the

THE BKIPPEI SUR-
PRISES 'l!lag WIFE”

bottles, in three sizes.

Printers got a workout, too. Two
billbooards, 68 posters, 50 cartons
each for eggs, cottage cheese, but-
ter and sour cream had to be pre-
pared. “Happy Day” statements,
stationery, application blanks, dis-
missal notices, complaint ecards
and envelopes were ordered. The
name was stenciled on 40 uniforms
and 160 milkmen's cap emblems
and badges were made up.

Studio Sculptor Felix D’Orsalli
got the biggest job. He produced

FQ‘i SAT L FE
ON THE STAGE AT 8:30

MICKEY WOODWARD
& SADDLE SERENADERS!

two life-size statues of cows, in
plaster of paris,

The National Geographic So-
ciety says Hans Meyer, in 1889,
was the first man to scale 19,505-
foot Kibo peak in Africa.
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" “Seen with deep enjoyment and remembered with affection.”
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Ends Today Spencer Tracy- Elizabeth Taylor

OF THE BRIDE”

TWICE AS MUCH
FOR YOUR MONEY
... 2 ROMANCES
IN THIS MUSICAL
LOVE STORY!

w
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 } M:G-M RECORDS
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EVERYTHING YOU'VE EVER WANTED
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PEGGY RYAN &
RAY McDONALL

*Variety's Happy Combination

GAUTIER'S STEEPLECHASE @ MARTIN & FLORENZ
Hollywood Stars on a String

DE LYO

CHESS
or IDAHQ
ESTHER WILLIAMS

PAULA RAYMOND

CONNIE HAINES - CLINTON SUNDBERG °

Lena HORNE

ELEANOR

That Versatil
Gentleman

PECTACULAR

MUSICAL

N M

|1

Nt

Ends Today % AUDIE MURPHY- WANDA HENDRIX “SIERRA” Technicolor
| CAPITOL

On Stage YVETTE and others

/i

AMUSEMENTS

PLUS: 3 DISNEY ACADEMY AWARD WINNING CARTOONS

"Wizard %"Un
of Oz" * D

ﬁnlsllod
ance"

NOYRK

._ua 10: 4

0 KEIT

H'S

P oM

[ AMUSEMENTS,
LAST 2 DAYS
VITIORIO DE SICA * ALDO FABRIZI ‘ MORE FUN FOI
“ESCAPE INTO DREAMS"" ) EVERYONE!! .

40th BIG YEAR «» NEW
THRILLS - NEW RIDES

PN od o 25y

free admission M-!
lenecho
AMUSEMENT PARK
Starts Au. l'h &uc. Maon.

| Paul Green's Symphonic Drema

1T B st wni:a‘: £
LITTLE . Jaith of Our TS,
3 Cost of 150
QISP The Unquestionable  Acting| ¥ .?”/éffs * 5 *
1@ Honers Go to Alec Guinness. With Charles F. MeClelland
COE—Post. * as Georse Washingten %
Sesquicentennial Amphitheater
Washi by G
i * oduced. by National Capital .
ulcentennial Commission,
STARRING 'l'l(ll'l'l 90c, 1.80, 2.40 inel. fax
ALES QUINNESS * ::4:'1 | ratler, Velerans: Center: ¥
Cool * k k ok *k * k x ¥
fth of Ko Omn 1058 AN. | SRS S AAOTS
TONIGHT 1S :
“BRITISH NIGHT”
AT THE WATERGATE WITH

CLARENCE RAYBOULD

St o7 Gt s 4
uekor al
LEON GOOSSENS
World's greatest oboe sololat
e« NATIONAL Hlﬂiﬂlﬂ ORCHESTRA!
'hli:. $1. '&e“ .10, 33 40
le Unnurul 'l.l

lﬂllﬂhr Bl: l.l Kitt's. 1330 @
reet N' No\llﬂnl 1332

3200 lnu svallable at evm co for
| ed b:“th"?; tional Capital
n ¢ Nationa
”S.gnicntmulﬂ Commiss
Walergaiea Box Office evens st 7:00 P.
on weekdays,
?l.'l'.lll‘l’ Julr 91, *“ITALIAN Om.l
NIGHT" featuring s full evening of
musie with the world's greatesi Iulul
spera stars.

TODAY’S NEIGHBORHOOD MOVIES

7
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The Area’s Newest Drive-In
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PAUL DOUGLAS.

E. M. LOEW'S MT. mnol)ll
» 8 Miles South of Alexandria, Va.
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Glant Stage!

“BORDER
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Free m{l ound, _ Free Pony Rides.
Free Monkeyland, Kiddie Perris Wheel.
Come Early! 80. Pried Chicken on Sale.
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Technicolor) at H:10, 11:15.
BETHESDA ¥ Jv= &5 00"
C dtt d. Toda¥
king, Alr Conditione 'oday,
'r'ﬁ'n’mfr'gw ELEANOR. PARKER, AGNES
5 -] 1 '!‘odu 61 Itl,\;llmri.et C?u?f'
:08; ¥y Only
31.08:2 !u’Get your share of $10.000 in

prizes every 13 weeks! Cash awards
on_our stage!

“m “m Yiers M. Villoge
LO. 5-2625
Watch for the Opening of Suburban
Maryland's Newest, Most eautiful
Show Place on Thursday. August 3!
Hnlu Rockville, Md. Rockville 2434
Free Paorking. Air Conditioned

at
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B:25! Get your shate of the $10,000

in prizes every 13 weeks! Cash awards

on our stage!
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SOB gm.\s D in "“CAGED' at 8:15.

. Mp  Roinier, Md.

CAMES 3" o7 ™ o i

Air Conditioned. Last Day, ROBERT
T YLOR. BETH TAYLOR. in
“CONSPIRATOR." Plus

FA
GEBI.%NGBR CATHY O'DONN in
8-2!1‘ SBTREET.” Last double feature,

“A Baltimore Bivd.

Hyattsville, Md.
Hyatts, 0552,

Pree Park Alr
Condltioned. - Todsy o'nrlym AUDIE

!‘ROM 'rms {Tel:hnlmﬂr) at 6:3 5

cm‘ R, ey
at Landover Rd., Md.
ON. 0100, Pree Pll‘kltll’ Alr Uﬂ‘ndl-
tioned. Last Day. VAN JOHNSON.
EL! ABETH TAYLOR in “THE BIG
NGOVER.” at 6:36, R:19. 10:02,

MARLBORD o5, sorters

Marl 9875. Air Cond.
Last Day, MICKEY ROONEY, JEANNE
CAG NT!Y‘ PETER LOBR! in “QUICK-
BAND"  at  T7:20. 17. Tomorrow.
ROBERT WALKm JOAN LESLIE.
EDWARD ARNOLD in T'H! SKIPP'!R
SURP R-IBE‘D HIS WIFE:" Plus “"MOVIE
QUIZ" at B:25! Get your share of
the $10.000 in prizes every 13 weeks!
Cash awards on our stage!
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Fairlawn Amusement Co.

AIR CONDITIONED
HIGHLAND % ', Aw. 52
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JOHN PAYNE. RHONDA FLEMING.
DENNIS O in “EAGLE AND
THE HAWK" (Technicolor) 8:55. 9:20,

A Nichols Ave, & Atlantic
ATLANTIC Mg, Ave 3 oos”

JOHN PA!’N'! RHONDA FLEMING,
DENNIS O'KEEFE in

THE HAWK," (Technicolor) (n}tL'!r: 8: 3(11)
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FAIRLAWN ™42 ‘,m
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Lourel 113
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HAYDEN, JAMES WHIT-
“THE ASPHALT JUNGLE."
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